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Ophthalmic Supplies and Equipment
Even as the pandemic continued to impact the world, Aurolab geared up to equip itself 
towards ensuring continuous supply of its products in the market. With strict adherence 
to safety protocols at the workplace and implementing work from home initiatives, 
Aurolab managed to ensure hassle-free manufacturing operations in place. 

In response to the need of the hour
When the pandemic hit the nation, 
Aurolab took charge of procuring Personal 
Protection Equipment (PPE) for all 
Aravind Eye Hospitals as well as framing 
protocols for the use of these. After 
consulting several published guidelines 
and interacting with other institutions in 
India and elsewhere, Aurolab documented 
the PPEs required for the various clinical 
departments. These included masks, 
respirators, gloves, face shields and 
gowns.

As face shields and slit lamp shields 
were not available in the market, Aurolab, 
utilising available resources, designed a 
simple, yet effective product to serve the 
purpose. With everyone asked to wear 
masks and respirators, supply could not 
meet the demand. It became imperative 
that masks and respirators be reused after 
proper decontamination process. The 
validated process for reuse of respirators 
is exposure to UV light within a fixed 
distance and at a particular wavelength. 
Since there was no such equipment in the 
market, Aurolab ingeniously modified the 
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unused case sheet racks from Aravind 
Eye Hospital to build a cabinet that is safe, 
follows all the validated protocols and 
effectively decontaminates the respirator.

Aurolab put together a safety kit 
comprising two face shields, two bottles 
of antiseptic solution and a slit lamp 
shield; in line with the organisational 
ethos of sharing and caring, over 2,800 
such kits were delivered free of cost to 
ophthalmologists across Tamil Nadu 
during the lockdown. Aurolab also supplied 
870 indirect ophthalmoscope shields and 
devices (I-Opener) to aid paramedics to 
instil eye drops.
Health care service providers are at 
high risk in times of pandemic and 
can become potential bearers of the 
infection. If adequate precautions are 
not taken, outpatient departments and 
operating rooms can potentially expose 
patients as well as care providers to 
infection. Amongst healthcare providers, 
ophthalmologists are at a greater risk 
as most of the examination procedures 
require close proximity with the patient. 
To create awareness on how to mitigate 
the risk of infection, Aurolab conducted 
the following webinars on the appropriate 
use of personal protective equipment and 
protocols to be followed in ophthalmic 
surgeries:
- COVID-19 protocols to be followed 

during cataract and anterior segment 
surgeries, July 9 -10

Pre-loaded injector 
cartridge

- COVID-19 protocols for ophthalmic 
surgeries under general anesthesia,  
July 9 - 10

Awareness posters were printed in 
regional languages and fixed across 1800 
hospitals in the country to educate patients 
on the safety measures to be followed in 
the context of COVID-19. 

New products
Aurolab soft-launched Aurovue Vivid, a 
hybrid MF refractive - diffractive Extended 
Depth of Focus (EDoF) intraocular 
lens (IOL). This hydrophobic, foldable 
preloaded IOL with 360 degree posterior 
square edge has been uniquely designed 
to provide excellent visual acuity for far 
and intermediate vision, and reasonably 
good near vision. 

Aurolab’s disposable pre-loaded injector 
cartridges have been enhanced with a 
slippery coating for smooth delivery of 
IOLs into the patient’s eye. This new 
coating causes very low surface friction 
and is highly suitable for 2.2mm incision 
cataract surgeries. 
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Aurovue, India’s first indigenously 
developed IOL crossed one million 
implants world-wide in January 
2021. To mark the occasion, Aurolab 
conducted a nation-wide campaign 
titled, “Towards a Million Happy 
Eyes” to thank its customers. 

More than 30 million 
eyes now see through  
Aurolab IOLs.

It was a journey started way back in 
2005.

Mechanical properties of hydrophobic 
IOLs are temperature dependent. The 
material formulation underwent several 
changes to make the IOLs suitable for 
the conditions in developing countries. 
The machining technology too, went 
through many changes. Though it 
took time for Aurolab to adapt to the 
technology, today, it has gained mastery 
in material formulation and machining. 

Mr. R.D. Sriram 
Managing Director 

Aurolab 
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Marketing 
To equip field staff with better technical 
knowledge of Aurolab’s products and to 
make them aware of the importance of 
customer centric approach, national level 
sales training programme was conducted 
in Bengaluru from December 14-18.

Virtual training programmes and 
webinars on Aurolab products were 
conducted for the sales teams as well as 
domestic and international dealers. Online 
tests were conducted for the participants 
using LAICO’s Aurosiksha platform. 
Dealership network was expanded to 
cater to the growing needs of the global 
ophthalmic community. The International 
Marketing department continued to 
ship the received orders, despite tough 
times. As a philanthropic move, safety 
kits consisting of face shield, slit lamp 
protective shield, I-Opener were supplied 
free of cost to eye hospitals in Nepal and 
Iran.

Aurolab provided hands-on training on the 
use of IOLs to counsellors, optometrists 
and fellow surgeons at Chaitanya Eye 
Hospital, Trivandrum on March 12.

One-stop solution to set up vision 
centres
Recognising the impact of vision centres 
in ensuring primary eye care delivery, 
Aurolab, in collaboration with LAICO 
offers a one-stop solution for eye hospitals 
interested in establishing vision centres or 
improving the already existing ones. The 
package offers necessary equipment to 
set up a centre, service support, training 
of personnel in tele-consultation and 
vision centre management software. 
The initiative was well-received by eye 
hospitals and NGOs working in eye care. 
More than 50 vision centres (VC) were 
thus set up across the nation during April 
2020 to March 2021.

Inauguration of the national level sales training programme
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Regulatory activities
Aurolab got FDA GMP approval from 
Philippines after successfully completing 
the audit held online in November 2020. 
Despite the challenges caused by the 
pandemic, Aurolab successfully completed 
the registration of around 30 products, 
medical devices and equipment across 
various countries.      

Aurolab got license for manufacturing 
Riboflavin ophthalmic solution used in the 
treatment of progressive keratoconus, 
and Cornisol, a corneal preservative 
in September and December 2020 
respectively. Aurolab is the only 
company in Asia to receive license for 
manufacturing Cornisol.

Aurolab installed building management 
system in the manufacturing division 
to effectively monitor and manage 
environmental conditions, thereby 
ensuring cleanliness and an ideal 
atmosphere for the manufacturing of 
drugs. 

During eye examination using a slit lamp, 
ophthalmologists are at high risk of being 
infected by the SARS-Cov-2 Virus. To 
address this issue, Aurolab came up with 
a patient-side slit lamp shield. This can be 
attached to the slit lamp’s chin rest and 
will serve as a protective shield between 
the patient and the ophthalmologist. The 
shield is made up of durable plastic and 
designed to be compatible with various 
brands of slit lamps available in the 
market. Aurolab was granted with the 
Certificate of Design Registration for this 
product. 

Human resource development
Training on first aid measures and basic 
lifesaving techniques was organised 
regularly. Participants felt these sessions 
useful and informative.

To develop interest in Gandhian thoughts 
and principles, Aurolab in association with 
Gandhi Museum, Madurai facilitates a 
one-year Certificate Course in Gandhian 
Thoughts for production staff. A total of 
115 have enrolled for the course.

At the inauguration of a vision centre established by RIO- PGIMS, Rohtak, Haryana using Aurolab’s package 


